Perpetual

SUSTAINABLE INVESTMENT
FOR YOUR COMMUNITY
NATIVE TITLE TRUSTS

WELL-MANAGED AND INVESTED NATIVE TITLE TRUSTS
CAN HELP COMMUNITIES, BOTH NOW AND FOR MANY
YEARS TO COME
When Traditional Owners receive money from land use agreements,
that money has the potential to make a difference to the communities
they live in, their children, their children’s children and beyond.
Perpetual works closely with communities to make sure their money
funds the things they need now, while also making sure there is money
set aside for the future.

Oak Valley school - Maralinga Tjarutja lands, South Australia

WALKING BESIDE YOU ON YOUR JOURNEY
As one of Australia’s leading trustees and investment managers, we help
manage money and administer trusts, but more importantly, we sit down,
listen and learn from community members so we can make your trust work
best for you.
You know the most about what your community needs and wants for the
future – we’re here to help you get there.

Communities choose to work with us in different ways. We can:
• Set up and manage your trust for you
• Invest your money so that it grows over time
• Provide advice on running your trust if you have chosen to run it yourself

WE CAN HELP YOU MAKE THE MOST OF
YOUR MONEY
We can help you:
• Plan for immediate and future community needs
• Strategically invest your money
• Manage the complex and time consuming administration of your trust
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PLAN

We work together to build a
trust management plan
based on your community's
priorities, goals and vision.
This becomes the long-term
strategy for the trust.

INVEST

Your community’s money is
invested by our experienced
team to protect it and grow
it for the future.

MANAGE

Perpetual is responsible and
accountable for the ongoing,
complex and time consuming
duties of a trustee.

CASE STUDY: WALKING THE JOURNEY TOGETHER

THE MARALINGA TJARUTJA
AND TJUNTJUNTJARA
PEOPLE AND PERPETUAL
The Oak Valley and Tjuntjuntjara communities lie on Maralinga Tjarutja and
Spinifex lands, in the heart of the Spinifex country that spans across South
Australia and Western Australia. Spinifex country, which is bound by the Great
Western Desert to the North and the Nullabor Plain to the South, is home to
Aboriginal people, or Anangu, who hold traditional title to the lands under
respective State Government legislation.
New trust arrangements were implemented for Maralinga and Tjuntjuntjara
Traditional Owners in 1994 following the awarding of a compensation package
by the Australian Government for damages caused by the British nuclear
testing at Maralinga during the 1950s and 1960s. The trusts have been designed
to build a better future for Traditional Owners and their organisations through
providing socially beneficial financial assistance.

Trust meeting in Oak Valley

The communities elected four Traditional Owners to act as co-trustees,
representing the community and their needs in decisions around how the
money is used. Perpetual, as trustee and investment manager, works closely
with the Traditional Owners, helping them to grow their funds and achieve what
they want for their future.

“I think it’s very important that we do look after our
money so it can last a while. I think the way things are
now with the government tightening down on things,
it’s very important that we do look after our money.”
Traditional Owner, Maralinga Tjarutja people
When the trusts were set up, the communities decided what was most important
to them. These priorities guide where the money is directed within the
communities today, largely within the categories of culture, education, health and
wellbeing and relief of poverty. As a result of Perpetual’s investment management
and the good returns that have been achieved, local communities now have more
money to spend on community priorities.

Some of the things the communities have decided to fund are:
• A new roof over the basketball courts in Oak Valley, to protect children in
the extreme heat and also act as a rainwater catchment
• A scholarship education fund to promote kids staying in school
• The establishment of a second community, Ilkurlka
• A mechanical workshop and mechanic’s wage in Tjuntjuntjara
• The local Oak Valley store, helping provide access to affordable, healthy food
• Cultural events
• Accommodation and transport to major centres to support community
members who need medical assistance
• Upkeep, maintenance and investment in Maralinga Village, including
supporting a tourism business to help the community become sustainable

Maralinga Village and Maralinga
Tourism long-term employee

“I think they (the trust) play a big part in the future of
this place because they are the ones that are handling
the money wisely. The trust is going to play a big part
because they are actually starting on the ground floor
with us and helping us develop this business.”
Maralinga Village and Maralinga Tourism long-term employee
The money in the trusts belongs to the Maralinga Tjartuja and Tjuntjuntjara
people. Perpetual’s role is to provide guidance and governance to make sure
that all suggestions and recommendations comply with the trust deed and
relevant laws, as well as providing advice around the budget to ensure the trust
can support immediate needs as well as plans for the future
The partnership between Perpetual and the Maralinga Tjarutja people
recognises the strengths and knowledge both parties bring to the relationship.
The Traditional Owners and their community members know their country,
their people and their culture, while Perpetual knows about trust management,
investments and the best way to get returns on their money.

“Perpetual makes sure that the rules are followed
and they’re getting a good return on the investments.
This not only means more money for the community in
income, but it means more equitable use of the income.”
Tjuntjuntjara resident and representative of the Tjuntjuntjara people’s
Prescribed Body Corporate
The new roof over the basketball courts protects
kids when playing in the extreme heat

USING A TRUST TO PROTECT AND GROW YOUR
COMMUNITY’S MONEY
One of the main reasons many communities choose to put their money into a
trust is to ensure that money is invested safely and distributed sustainably, so
that everyone benefits now and for generations to come.
Your community may also be able to take advantage of the tax benefits that
come with a charitable trust, meaning you may have more money to fund
what’s important.

If your trust is managed
and invested well it can
grow far beyond the initial
trust settlement amount.

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE CAN MAKE A
BIG DIFFERENCE
Every trust needs a trustee and many complex laws govern how trustees
manage money. One of the purposes of these laws is to protect beneficiaries.
Once someone decides to take on the role of trustee, they must take on the
duties and responsibilities required under the trust deed and trust law.
Sometimes people can be appointed as a trustee with good intentions, but
can be put into a difficult position without a clear understanding and the
appropriate level of training and resources to manage the legal obligations
that come with being a trustee.

Some of these responsibilities include:
•
•
•
•

Knowing and carrying out the terms of a trust
Protecting the assets of the trust on behalf of all of the beneficiaries
Investing funds safely and wisely
Paying trust income and capital to beneficiaries according to the trust deed
and trust law
• Not favouring some beneficiaries over others
• Not mixing personal and trust assets
• Keeping proper accounts and providing full information

Working in partnership with a professional licensed trustee, like
Perpetual, means:
• We take care of the legal responsibilities
• Your money is protected and invested to grow
• We ensure your money is directed to the needs of the community as a whole,
now and for the future
• We help your community to build knowledge in trusts, investing and
budgeting for maximum community benefit over time
As a professional licensed trustee we are highly regulated. This means that we are
not only accountable to communities but also accountable to regulatory bodies.

PUTTING YOUR MIND AT EASE
We know from speaking with communities that the same concerns come up time
and time again. To help put your mind at ease, we have addressed two of the
most common concerns below.

You keep control
Native Title trusts put more control in the hands of your whole community, rather
than individuals, as a Native Title trust will ensure the community has a say.
Elected representatives from your community can decide how the community
has their say. Some communities choose to make Native Title holders the
beneficiaries of the trust, which is another step in the journey towards
achieving what they want for their community both now and in the future.
Others set up an advisory council made up of members elected by the community,
who work with the trustee to plan and budget for the trust.
You can also act as your own trustee with representatives of the community
remaining solely in control of all aspects of the trust. However this can be
more expensive than working with a professional trustee and can become
complex to maintain over time.

It’s not as expensive as you might expect
In many cases, it’s actually cheaper to use a professional trustee, like Perpetual.
Running your own trust can mean you may need to pay for employees, salaries,
insurances, director fees, independent auditors, law firms as well as other costs.
It’s not unusual for these costs to use up a lot of your time and available funds,
instead of that money being invested or put to good use in the community.
Using a professional trustee comes with real benefits such as expert investment
and governance support. Perpetual manages hundreds of charitable trusts with
dedicated teams of professionals supporting them. This means that the cost of
those professionals working with you is shared across all clients.

WHY PARTNER WITH PERPETUAL?
The communities we work with generally tell us they choose Perpetual
for three reasons.
• We are one of Australia’s largest, oldest and most experienced trustees,
so they can trust that we will have the right people working with them to
help achieve what’s important for their communities. We have looked after
some of our clients for over five generations.
• We have a proven track record of protecting and growing money for our
clients over the long term, so they know their money is in good hands, working
hard for their community.
• Most importantly, we have experience working closely with Aboriginal
communities across Australia. We have a dedicated Native Title Trusts and
Investments team who are there to listen, understand their immediate needs
and vision for the future, and support them to get there.

MORE INFORMATION
To find our more about how we can work with you to help achieve what’s important to your community,
please contact us.
John Hender
Senior Manager, Native Title Trusts and Investments
Office 08 8418 5676
Mobile 0413 451 839
Email john.hender@perpetual.com.au

Glen Mesch
State Manager, Western Australia
Office 08 9224 4400
Email glen.mesch@perpetual.com.au

www.perpetual.com.au/nativetitle

USEFUL DEFINITIONS
Trust

Investment manager

A trust is a structure which holds property and investments
on behalf of another person(s) or organisation for their
benefit. It protects the money so that the people can
continue to benefit now and for generations to come.

This is the person or company who makes decisions
regarding how to invest the trust money to make sure
it grows to meet the needs of the beneficiaries now and
over the long term.

Trust deed

Professional licensed trustee

This is a legal document signed by the Native Title holder
and the trustee. The trust deed sets out the rules of the trust
including who can benefit from the money, how they can
benefit and the powers of the trustee.

This is a company (like Perpetual) whose business includes
acting as a trustee. These companies must have a license to
be a trustee from the Australian Securities and Investment
Commission.

Trustee

Beneficiaries

A trustee is the person(s) or company who has legal
ownership of the trust property and investments, and they can
only use the property and investments for the benefit of those
identified in the trust deed, typically the Native Title holder.

These are the people, or group of people, who can receive
a benefit from the trust.
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