ẄǾMĚŇ İŇ PĦİĿǺŇȚĦŘǾPỲ

PĚŘPĚȚŲǺĿ

07/03/2017

The history of philanthropy in Australia is rich with the charity of women with vision and generosity;
many of whom have used their legacies to improve the lives of other women and girls. Despite
some of the oldest and most well-known charitable trusts in Australia having been established by
women, their contribution has often been overlooked. Perpetual is proud to have played a role in
this philanthropic history, as we share wonderful stories about the generous contributions of
Australian women.

WOMEN WITH PHILANTHROPIC VISION
Perpetual’s oldest charitable trust, Yaralla Cottages, was established in 1897 by Edith Campbell-Walker. It maintained a group of
cottages for the accommodation of women in need throughout NSW.
The Clive and Vera Ramaciotti Foundations were established in 1970 by Vera Ramaciotti to support biomedical research. The
Foundations started with $6.7 million and have donated more than $57 million to biomedical research.
The Portia Geach Memorial Award was established in Florence Kate Geach’s will in 1961, in memory of her sister Portia Geach, an
artist. The Award celebrates Australia’s female portrait painters and has played an important role in developing the profile of female
artists in Australia. Originally a £12,000 fund, the first winner, Jean Appleton, was awarded £1,000 in 1965. The prize is now worth
$30,000.
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Harrie Sylvia Mallet, known affectionately as Todds Barrett, was born in 1907 and died in 2002. An extremely successful
businesswoman, she established heavy equipment industries in Sydney, built a strong share and investment portfolio, and had a
great love of animals. She established The Mabel and Franklin Barrett Trust in honour of her parents and gave extensively to animal
welfare, social welfare and medical research.
The Miles Franklin Literary Award supports authors writing about Australian life, and is perhaps one of the most recognised
charitable trusts established by a woman. The Miles Franklin Literary Award was established in 1957 through the will of writer Stella
Miles Franklin. The winner of the 2017 Miles Franklin Literary Award will receive $60,000 in prize money.
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Many charitable trusts managed by Perpetual promote women’s interests and encourage the contribution of women in the
community and a growing number of our clients recognise that investment in women and girls has an enormous broader impact on
the community.
The Australian Women Donors Network supports philanthropists by providing research data on issues confronting women and girls
in key social areas. They also connect donors with projects to drive transformative change. “Numerous global research reports
demonstrate the pivotal role that investment in women and girls plays in poverty alleviation, improved education and health
outcomes, increased economic growth and national security,” says Julie Reilly, CEO of The Australian Women Donors Network.

INVOLVEMENT OF WOMEN IN PHILANTHROPY IS SET TO RISE
As women have a longer life expectancy than men, they are often responsible for making decisions on the distribution of estates,
including charitable giving. In fact many of the philanthropic foundations Perpetual manages may carry the name of men, but were
in reality established by women.
According to The Australian Women Donors Network, the role of women in philanthropy in Australia is increasing in line with
women’s growing economic capacity and financial independence.
“There is enormous untapped potential for women to engage in philanthropy in Australia to create change,” says Ms Reilly.
Looking ahead, it is clear that the involvement of women in philanthropy is strong and will only continue to grow.

